
MEMORANDOM

To: Kent Gray, Director, DERR

From:

Date:

,Jason Knowlt.on, Environmental Scientist., DERR

December 16. I9g4
Subject: Summary of the Leeds Silver Reclamation Site

**i::*::JuT"nable to obtain a c,o*p-v- or the 4-page ler.rer rrom rhe
re rerencee r; il:' ?::l:? 1?:l'i"1"+ti"i:. iy..i:l,,;* |:. "ii;Giedt of the EpA (attactt.aJ.-'v"''.'y 1ikely, tr.i" ,. in reference t.othe Leeds sir-ver _necramatro.,'"ii.", 

';i";-- 
i;ri'scrqared by rhesuperfund Branch- sla corpoilcl-on rr-" ueen iteniiir-ea by rhe EpA asa potenti-a11v re_sponsible p.rty ror this site.- Foll0wing is adescription ind sunmary or lcriiiJi"" li".iri'iE.o= siLe.

The Leeds sirver Reclamation site. is an abandoned ore processingfacilitv tocared app.o*i-ur"iii"*ir" .ro.rr,*"LJ t*i l"eas, urah, i-nthe silver neef Minins nisc-i;t.' rrr" site consisls or 3.8 acres ofore material- deposited on a leach pad and z-ililnute colr-ectionponds. 5M, rnc. of Hurricane-,-lit_r, 
"rrrr.rrciy-oils tne facility,although part. of ,the..Ieach-;;A ;"= consLruc'ed on propercy ownedand administered by Lhe e..,re--; oi r,.nd Manaqement. Environmentaland hea]th concerns incruoe Lre potential' foi -heavy 

metar-s Lomigrate off-site--to an aajacenl- weLrand, and on-srte exposure tohighly acidic (pH < 2t ,-t-"rl-i-" Ehe coll_ect.ion ponds.
5M' rncorporated,-a-ctivi-ties were. apparently coordinat.ed with theuEah Division or oit_, Gas .;; Mi;;"d-toocut-iJ6; uLah Bureau of
FiiEir,'3:*:l::.r::::i..!:5".='*J"11.;iiu,."tf*"ru;:*"'held between these parri-es in 1978. The ;ocn-;;; rn contror- of a
;::.:y.:"1:."rffi?11?:ed by a foiler sire operatoilo, abour sa:,ooo

The siLe was discovered into .ERCLTS, L0/2g/g5, due co concern byut ah Divis ion of w_at er n."o.,..."'-o.r9., t.a i l ings 
- 
poilnt r a r ry washinginto Quair creek.Reservoir- --;-pleriminary 

Assessment Report wasprepared by the Division of nnvironmental Response and Remediation(DERR) , L2/I7 /87 , - which ---""iii".O 
concEirr-- ro, porenr.ialcontamination of surface wat.er anJ soir- samplinq was cond.ucted atthe site, 7 /3L/90, by the- nennr"l"il,/tailings, sediment, surfacewater' and ground water samples were submitte6 ioi 

'r.u,ry 
metar-s andradionuclide analyses .

An Analytical nelLt:^s Reporr w1s pr-epared by rhe DERR, I0/30/g7,which identified severar por..rtiar threat.s to human hear-th and theenvironmenL from_site .""ai-lil"!-. The DERR recornrnended in thecover letter to EpA t.hat Lhe nea'nn"rqency Response Branch (ERB)assess t.he site.



The EPA-ERB beoan Aqq6caj h_ L,-- .

:: : 9: : : "q -'; \", :ll.- :iiy: :1?^ "":Etr" ",X"i"i ",A;::: "' ; ;.i _ Hf; ;rnorcated that furt.her work,oora l. .""I""'i.a-iL.*o.. tully assess;::i:3iffi=!h'?ut" .="o".ut.i*'-i-tr, rhe sire.- -A-*u*o 
rrom rhe Epr

" 
i s" i i i 

" 
Ji I 

- 
" lI" _ ill.",*i|' Yii. . n'J# ;ii:" 

"":.1r.* 
_ i;l'J'J'=" ii;presenL from rhe. hishlv 

".lall' warer ar rhe "Ilfo*.:. 
11v u"envi ronment a 1'l ecor osv/r"c t ""dT sp^ec ia 1 i ". ri" i*.t 

tor' 
.ni" r:::- r::05/05/92 and recommended, 1"7 ligz ."p".a, "'.-oi!ro 

Reconnaisanceand wetland Assessment of the i-,eeds sii".t s'i?., ,, -further sitecharacr eri zar ion, i""l"ai"s -".iprinq. -""d 
;;;.;i;rca .. as ses smenr _

On L0/23/92, David._Moore, presi-dent of Lhe Hidden VaI_Iey Warerusers Associarion rHvwuaj. "i"i"a rrr_J-r,J.t-"i?i?"o Lhar rhe sirewas contamt"".tl?.1 ari:llcins-;vli"-,:.:*r^_roc:rr:d.near rhe sourheasrcorner of the :itg.. fhe 6tan-Division of Dri-nkrng water (DDW)'l-ater condemned. .t.his *L1r""i.r.'^^ao exceedan-cE-' of uranium andbi-ol0sicar paramerell..--o" os iiitgz rn. JJr.i ril;";; . public meerinqto at'Lempt to a-lr-ow. HVwuA r.i"i"r"..s .o connect Lo the Leeds wateisystem' Tests of .the r"rr u"J 
"rioverar--r- .".ri"* Ji "rt. conditionsconducred bv EpA rTli.^...d.r'ri"J' ar,. "ii. r"" 

*,ioa -.'n. 
J.ikely sourceor contaminants in t.he well. trr"t"_d, it *_= 

-".i"pu.auO 
at_a thewerl had been constructed .na 

"J..-.rred in t.rr-.r"*or the exLensiveunderground minin-q- operation" rr-ricn r,r"o nL"" .l""a"cted in the area.ffi ::':;:.3i. tn" Hvwira' ;; -;;.;;;l rv .o,','L.;.;';; 
"".rhe r dr i nk i nq

n"l:n":li;t1tfor,.,9"forcement and plannins acLi-viries L2 /14/ s2,
l: " 

i_"r,; ;i "r. i 
"&;:'. ",ilFf; :I" :fi ;:::": "j iff 

, 

"#i::.i|"?'#ii:i Jjor possible site stabili_zalioi*"."rrr.". A "preferred planRemediat'on ReDort"-yg: ot.p";;'oo the BoR ror'npe, and forwardedto the DERR by Epe ,,tatSa;'rfi; 
""rt,in-es conceprualty work ro beperformed to clean up the "it". 

-p.opose6 
acti-vit.ies are to rncludeLhe dewarerins of ,on_sir.e ;;;;; u"i Lupping Ji'#.-jlu.p_J.each pile.work is expecred r" con*Li..;;il in 1995.

The EpA-ERB contior cu.ie,,;-";;;;iil:: ::.-g:l_iil":**:i:n.:n;.1;:l;r"l:iiiil: ".
cc: Steven Thirior

Brad Johnson
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n and "-fr|\tr;i;.'t"::;'::;::"'3,tiii:: ;l;'l*"q1il.i:t til ;;ji;, 
;;:,"",vhlch cook a boutev_rdencee'.iJiI"si"i"i.ii;,j;:; ::5";:;:r:*imiin";;

i!:;':;:l ::";'::.ls-tnit ""rJ-iol.rrr.,," and bener1clar..
Ilta:: t"ril". ; :ii:1":!,i"il"::: i;:;i:fl:;j;;j.,"Ene area uhey had ehocen to a.iii-rrad mrnerals in excessot vhar vould be safe ;;.-;.i;;i;g.
I-su9ge€t Chat yc

:l.l-; 
-;;.;;i;"i:l :::::,":ilf, lil.u;li,l:".iiln,fnl"ostate of Ucah oto-: 

- 
In ny "ii"fJri, .rhls Is an lrrappro_:;:i:: ffiI.i;:."iT -11'::i'';;;;;;i or slare, ro behavern 'ii'iii-;;;; ,j"l'"ii"ifn;:;:"r. very ouch u .""pon""

Sl ncerely,

., Comnlssloner
Linnellr Dlane

John R. Gledc
9i1t.9 srar€B EpA Regton I
:99 lSth Street, sulre 5OODenver co aOioZ_ZqaO- - -

Dear Hr. Gledt:

'ation n.r'-o."" :;.;Ii il, I"i n" j" ":""":,:..^o^ : 
; ;;" ;;;:;,cra r I c a rros a ncev1t'h1nthoseroui.---q9LtleDureaucrat1carrogance

the DEe i"-utii]^ lJses' r sussest you ralshr ".rrJ"u <Z^/yLAfehe sriuJrrJ,i.i" .rillr.l..ll had a srear aeir to Jo ,ith _ n ;
r hrtr- .t __L -frUc&

RECEIVEDHet .Iohngon

;i:::'::'resenta t 1ve
ULJ i 'r lli'l{

rrrllr| arrr9l(amCnt gt
l|wlrEom-anrrtQualttv

1lvflaa at nrr;*ho Ulelry

Russell GalIian, Governor Leavltt
Ntelsen,sDEe, Ted stevart, DNR
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